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Research into the effectiveness of the 

Covid-19 vaccines among kidney patients 
 

Frequently asked questions 
 

1. What difference will the research make to the Welsh kidney community? 
 

Ultimately the research studies will find out if the vaccines stop Covid-19 infection in kidney patients 

and how severe it is if they are infected, and if they stop patients dying from it.  This research is the 

first step towards better understanding how well Covid-19 vaccines work in patients with kidney 

disease and may reveal ways to prevent the infection spreading, reduce disease severity, and save 

lives. 

Doctors could know how well their patients are protected and for how long, which will enable them 

to effectively manage risk in clinical settings and advise their patients better about when they can 

stop shielding and return to a more normal interactive life. 

Patients could be able to travel to hospital for their dialysis treatment without worry. 

 

 

2. Where will the research studies take place? 
 

A thousand patients are being recruited to participate in the study led by the Cardiff Transplant Unit. 

This cohort will be made up of approximately 150 dialysis patients, and 850 transplant patients.    This 

will include patients with end-stage renal failure attending in centre haemodialysis under the care of 

the renal unit, patients on the Cardiff transplant waiting list, and transplant patients under the care of 

the Cardiff Transplant Unit. 

 

The research led by Imperial College London and the Francis Crick Institute will take blood samples 

from more than 1200 patients across the UK before they receive their first vaccine and compare the 

results with samples taken three to four weeks after both their first and second dose of vaccine. They’ll 

also test again after six and 12 months. 

 

Analysing these samples will enable the researchers to build up their knowledge about the pattern of 

immunity and establish if this vulnerable group of patients is protected in the short and long term. 

 

 

3. I am a haemodialysis / transplant patient in Wales.  Can I get involved in the research? 
 

The recruitment for these studies is taking place in certain haemodialysis units and in the transplant 

clinic of the University Hospital of Wales.  Over 800 transplant patients are already taking part in the 

clinical evaluation part, over 60 have enrolled into the research part of the study with 20 more being 

added every week, and over 100 dialysis patients have given bloods to a tissue bank that will be 

accessed by the study group. 
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4. How are the two studies different? 
 

The main focus of the Imperial College/Crick Institute study is to look at antibody responses, and 

whether these are effective against the ‘original’ coronavirus as well as the emerging variants. 

 

The Cardiff study will be the largest of its kind in the UK in terms of transplant patients and will be 

focusing on both the antibody as well as the cell response of the body to Covid-19 following 

vaccination. The body can respond to vaccines in two ways: by creating small particles called 

antibodies that protect or reduce the effect of the disease, but also by mobilising cells that are ready 

to fight specifically the infection caused by the COVID-19 virus. The study aims to find out how 

transplant patients who receive different anti-rejection drugs, and are at various time points post-

transplant, respond to the vaccination and how this response changes with time postvaccination (in 

other words, to test if the vaccine is effective long term). The same parameters will be looked at in the 

haemodialysis patients recruited to the study. 

 

 

5. When will the research findings be available? 
 

This will take some time because the research teams would like to look into both the antibody as well 

as the response of the defensive cells of the body during the first few months following the second 

vaccination, in order to make sure the results are reliable. 

 

 

6. Where can I find out more about COVID vaccine research relevant to people with kidney 

disease? 
 

The Renal Association publishes information about COVID-19 vaccine research here: 

https://renal.org/health-professionals/covid-19/covid-19-vaccination/covid-19-vaccine-research. 

PROTECT V  – Prophylaxis for Patients at Risk of COVID-19 infection, a study funded by Kidney 

Research UK: https://kidneyresearchuk.org/2021/02/22/can-a-tapeworm-drug-protect-high-risk-

kidney-patients-from-covid-19/ 

Although the vaccine roll-out has been rapid and cases are now at low level, there are uncertainties 

about the effectiveness of vaccination in patients on haemodialysis, transplant recipients and patients 

on immunosuppression for other reasons. We also don’t know about the longevity of the vaccine 

response and the possible future significance of new variants. We therefore think it’s important to 

continue to pursue other potential future treatments. The PROTECT V trial will study whether nasal 

spray of the drug Niclosamide will be effective at preventing Covid 19 in vulnerable patients. 
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7. How can I donate towards this research? 
 

Kidney Wales relies on the generous contributions and fundraising efforts of our tremendous 

supporter base to bring about life changing projects for our kidney community. We do not receive any 

government funding. 

You can donate specifically to support the research studies into how well the Covid vaccines protect 

dialysis and transplant patients through the following methods: 

 

• Making a one off donation to the research fund 

https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/donation/kidneywalesresearchfund 
• Set up a monthly donation to the research fund https://www.kidneywales.cymru/get-

involved/set-regular-donation/ 

(please select you wish for your donation to contribute to the research fund). 

• Host your own fundraising activity https://www.kidneywales.cymru/get-

involved/fundraising/order-fundraising-pack/ 

(please select you wish for your donation to contribute to the research fund). 

 

For over 50 years, the generosity of people who have remembered Kidney Wales by leaving a gift in 

their will has funded ground breaking research that is making a positive difference to the health and 

wellbeing of future generations. 

If the time is ever right for you to include a charity in your will, please remember Kidney Wales. A gift 

to Kidney Wales is your opportunity to leave a legacy that has endless possibilities. 

Every penny of every legacy, however large or small, will be invested in our vital work for patients and 

their loved ones, who endure the daily battles of kidney disease, and for those who will unfortunately 

come to develop chronic illness in the future. 

If you would like to speak to the team about leaving a gift in your will, or to discuss how you could 

contribute to the research fund in a different way, please contact us on 02920 343940. 

https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/donation/kidneywalesresearchfund
https://www.kidneywales.cymru/get-involved/set-regular-donation/
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