
How Kidney Wales made 
a difference in 2020/21
There are 

93,722 
people diagnosed with chronic 
kidney disease (CKD) in Wales

In 2020 there were 

3,316 
patients receiving Renal 
Replacement Therapy

1811 
transplant recipients

1206 
people dialysing in a unit

299 
people dialysing at home

546  
members of the Kidney Wales 
Facebook Community Group

6718 
social media followers across 
all platforms in 2020/21

35,298  
website sessions in 2020/21

 1  £43,329 INVESTED in 
equipment and services to 
benefit kidney patients, including 
funding for a dedicated part time 
Renal Child Psychologist at the 
Children’s Kidney Centre

 2  £12,192 OF FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE GRANTS 
awarded to 43 patients

 3  Continued investment in 
three research projects and 
approved £12,000 FOR NEW 
RESEARCH into why people 
say no to a kidney transplant

 4  123 ENQUIRIES responded 
to from 1 April – 31 March

 5  With £5000 funding from 
the Moondance Foundation, 
£591 SELF-CARE WELLBEING 
VOUCHERS were awarded to 
15 patients (project continues 
in 2021/22)

 6  PUBLISHED 12 COVID-19 
NEWSLETTERS for kidney 
patients, with partners from 
the Kidney Care UK and Paul 
Popham Fund, Welsh Kidney 
Research Unit and Welsh Renal 
Clinical Network

 7  8 VIRTUAL EVENTS 
delivered for patients and 
families, with 4,359 views

 8  3 VIRTUAL CONFERENCES 
were held in collaboration with 
Kidney Care UK and Paul Popham 
Fund, attended by 212 participants

 9  2000 LIFE-SAVING 
FISTULA CAPS distributed to 
dialysis units across Wales

10  3100 FACE COVERINGS 
distributed to patients and families

Supporting families. 
Changing lives.
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Current research projects funded by KW

What people are saying

Research Title Lead Institution Commitment Duration

The ethics of organ donation to children 
(Salaman Scholarship & Rhodri Morgan Fellowship)

Swansea 
University £15,000 2017-2020

Human Cytomegalovirus (HCMV) Encoded Interleukin-10 (vIL-10): 
Investigating the Immunomodulatory Effects of vIL-10 and its 
Suitability as a Novel Marker of Viral

Cardiff Metropolitan 
University £16,500 2019-2022

PhD Research on self- management for Young Adults
Swansea 
University £30,000 2019-2022

‘Why do people say 'no' to a kidney transplant? 
Understanding patient decision making and choice’.

Bangor 
University £12,000 2020-2023

1Data published October 2020, Welsh Renal Clinical Network
2Data published October 2020, Welsh Renal Clinical Network

Registered charity number: 700396 
Company house: 226 8003

“This is a fantastic scheme 
[Well-being Voucher project] and 
it’s been so amazing to have put in 
requests for some of our patients 
who have really had a difficult year.” 
(Renal Social Worker, Cardiff)

“Even though I have spent so much of my 
life living with a chronic illness, I have 
never felt so vulnerable. Receiving 
the shielding letter from Welsh 
Government and watching the news 
was overwhelming, the newsletter 
gave reassurance, it includes feel good 
stories and activities along with up-to-
date information” (Patient who received 

the COVID-19 newsletter).

“Kidney Wales is such a supportive 
group, I have turned to this so much, 
especially through Facebook, the 
information provided through the 
current covid 19 situation has been so 
important as the information has been 
so accurate. Thank you!” (Member of the 

Kidney Wales Facebook Community)

“Thank you for the £900 grant you paid 
today towards our fuel bill. We are 
both so very grateful to Kidney Wales. 
This is a big weight off our minds. 
Since [my partner] was diagnosed in 
November 2018 we have be struggling 
to make ends meat since losing a full 
time wage. I have myself gone on to 
part tine hours so I can now be his 
expert carer. So a big thank you again 
for such help.” 
(Patient, Wrexham)

“Please can I order one [face covering] 
for my husband he has stage 5 CKD and 
one of those lovely masks would be 
lovely for him to wear in and out of the 
renal unit thank you so much xx” 
(Patient who received a free face covering)

“Just wanted to say a BIG Thank you 
for our Fistula caps – we issue all 
our existing dialysis and new dialysis 
patients with one.” (Feedback from 

Vascular Access Nurse at Morriston)

“Thank you once again, [the Facebook 
Q&A session was] informative and 
helped make things clearer so we can 
make informed decisions.”  
(Participant in virtual event)

“I just wanted to drop you a quick note 
to thank you so very very much for the 
fantastic conference last night. 
It exceeded my expectations and was 
pitched at the right level to be both 
very interesting and informative. 
It answered all the questions I had 
(even if the answers were that there 
was no answer as yet!).” 
(Participant in virtual event)

“The life threatening bleed pack and 
information given to me at the dialysis 
unit gave me peace of mind that if I 
was to bleed away from the unit, I have 
something that could help. I have the 
bottle top keyring attached to my keys.” 
(Patient from Mold Dialysis Unit)


